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INTRODUCTION

The History of the 

Square-rigged Sailing Vessels
 Born 1972
 Philatelist since age 4
 Exhibitor since 1986
 International (FIP) Large Golds and Golds

 Postal History
 Postal Stationery
 Thematic Philately

 FIP Judge and Teamleader since 2006
 Chairman of the FIP Commission                                

for Thematic Philately (2012-2014)
 Philatelic author, writer and publisher
 Organizer & Chair of Malmö Philatelic Summits
 Editor of Fakes, Forgeries & Experts Journal #17-#18

 My field of expertise:
 Exhibiting 
 Judging 
 Development and treatment of exhibits in all disciplines 
 Philatelic Organisation



”Purpose” and ”Responsibility”

SCOPE

The History of the 

Square-rigged Sailing Vessels

1. A general characterization of the
purpose, role, and responsibilities
of expertising groups

2. The resources, prescribed strengths,
benefits, values and limitations of
such group’s opinions

Addressing
Fakes
Forgeries
Damaged Material



Why I started to think about 
the role and responsibilities 
of expertising groups …

WHY

The History of the 

Square-rigged Sailing Vessels

• FFE addresses all philatelists, advanced
collectors, exhibitors, experts, dealers, auction
houses and philatelic organisations

• The clear and consistent purpose of FFE is to
inform collectors and exhibitors about faked
and forged items.

• FFE also explains how philatelic experts
function in their specialties and countries.

• Protecting philatelists from being swindled.

The face side 
of FFE’s 

responsibility



FIP regulations GREV
- The reference source with 
high impact

CONTEXT
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FIP’s ”General Regulations for the Evaluation of
Competitive Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions” (GREV)
makes statements about quality of the philatelic
material:

Article 3.4. The material displayed should be fully
consistent with the subject chosen. The selection should
show the appreciation of the exhibitor as to what is
available in the context of his chosen subject. It should also
include the fullest range of relevant philatelic material of
the highest available quality.

Article 4.8. The criteria of ”Condition and Rarity" require
an evaluation of the quality of the displayed material
considering the standard of the material that exists for the
chosen subject, the rarity and the relative difficulty of
acquisition of the selected material.



Although a quiet hobby on the
surface, philately is very active
socially and is therefore
continously changing because of
its social and financial angles.

The role of the expert may change
in response to the other broader
changes in the hobby.

STATEMENT
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Condition of 
Material [10p]

Rarity of 
Material [20p]

Importance
[10p]

Knowledge
[35p]

Treatment 
[20p]

• Dealers and auction houses are the main customers of the experts. Therefore
we need to address the duty & conflicts philatelic experts:

– Experts should remain vigilant in protecting their integrity in serving their clients

– The challenges inherent in self-interest when the dealer becomes the expert

• Many philatelic researchers have
attained a high level of knowledge that
enables them to express opinions in
their area of specialization



Reliability

DISCOURSE
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1. What qualifies someone to become a stamp
expertizer?

2. Who appoints experts?

3. What makes “self-appointed” experts so bold in
their assertions to be experts?

4. What do you actually get from an expert?

5. In what situation should a stamp or cover be
expertized?

[John M Hotchner  Linn’s Stamp News 2014]

5. With a hobby that places such importance on the
condition of its objects, there should be
agreement as to what is damaged.

6. Propose definitions to help clarify the
relationship between damaged material suitable
for exhibiting without penalty and damaged
material that should be penalized.

[Bell & Ramkisson in “The Philatelic Exhibitor” 2012-2013]



As Editor of FFE I invited 
”experts” to write about it:

Daisy Todd (British Library) 
in FFE #18

DISCOURSE
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My own experience/collecting

EXAMPLE 1
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[Hector R. Mena, an expert of Costa Rican classic philately, has written about a
few examples of philatelic material which has been restored. In The Oxcart, the
philatelic journal for the Society for Costa Rica Collectors, Mena has published a
few very important examples of restored material.]

1877 registered letter mail from Puntarenas to Liberia
with mixed franking

Before the restoration 

After the restoration 



My own experience/collecting

EXAMPLE 2
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[Hector R. Mena, an expert of Costa Rican classic philately, has written about a
few examples of philatelic material which has been restored. In The Oxcart, the
philatelic journal for the Society for Costa Rica Collectors, Mena has published a
few very important examples of restored material.]

1878 registered letter mail from Puntarenas to
Liberia with 1 peso single franking

Before the restoration 

After the restoration 



My own experience/collecting

EXAMPLE 3
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[Hector R. Mena, an expert of Costa Rican classic philately, has written about a
few examples of philatelic material which has been restored. In The Oxcart, the
philatelic journal for the Society for Costa Rica Collectors, Mena has published a
few very important examples of restored material.]

1875 registered letter mail from Alajuela to Esparza
with 4 reales single franking

Before the restoration 

After the restoration 



My own experience/collecting

EXAMPLE 3
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[Hector R. Mena, an expert of Costa Rican classic philately, has written about a
few examples of philatelic material which has been restored. In The Oxcart, the
philatelic journal for the Society for Costa Rica Collectors, Mena has published a
few very important examples of restored material.]

1875 registered letter mail from Alajuela to Esparza
with 4 reales single franking

The 4 reales stamp before and 
after the first restoration

The 4 reales stamp after 
the second restoration



My own experience/collecting

EXAMPLE 3
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[Hector R. Mena, an expert of Costa Rican classic philately, has written about a
few examples of philatelic material which has been restored. In The Oxcart, the
philatelic journal for the Society for Costa Rica Collectors, Mena has published a
few very important examples of restored material.]

1875 registered letter mail from Alajuela to Esparza
with 4 reales single franking

After the second restoration 



It is only when the repairing is 
done to defraud the buyer, and is 
not marked as a repaired stamp 
or cover, that the practice of
restoration is condemned

FINDINGS

The History of the 

Square-rigged Sailing Vessels
1. An expert is expected to give his opinion

concerning the quality of the item as well as its
“genuineness in all regards.”

2. Difficult-to-acquire covers that have been
damaged or that consist of poor quality paper are
often restored by a professional for both
preservation and appearance for exhibition
purpose

3. Guidance to exhibitors is needed on when to
repair and when not to repair and whether
repairing enhances, diminishes, or has no effect
on the medal level

– Such items should be noted in the exhibit write-up as
“restored”

– Does repairing an item that is described as such,
benefit or detract from the exhibit as a whole

– Is it acceptable to restore covers for preservation
reasons? … but not to alter, enhance or add markings?

– Is it correct that a damaged cover may be acceptable
in one situation but not in others?



Stamp expertizing: more than 
just identification

EXCELLENT
GUIDANCE
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Square-rigged Sailing Vessels1. Only factual descriptions should be provided
– Desriptions like “rich color” or “superior centering”

are left for those who market the material, not for
expert services

2. It is now standard practice to accurately describe
all condition problems on the certificate

3. A collector who is considering buying a stamp
with a certificate should carefully compare the
stamp with both the photograph and the word
description on the certificate

4. Common terminology should be used among all
experts in the descriptions

5. What you get from an expert is only an opinion.
– It might be and can be questioned by other experts

6. Certificates from earlier days are sometimes
reversed in the current era

– Anything with a pre-1990 certificate is recommended
to be re-evaluated in most cases.

[John M Hotchner  Linn’s Stamp News 2014]



What qualifies someone to 
become a stamp expertizer?

EXPERTS
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1. Accomplishments

2. Years of involvement in their philatelic area

3. Knowledgeable

4. Accessing the tools needed for expertizing



John Wayne is quoted as saying:

“Courage is being scared to death, 
but saddling up anyway.”

JAY SMITH
in LINN’s 18/4/2014
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• In contrast to today’s attitude that “everybody can
be an instant expert about everything,” it took me
about 25 years to feel that I was reaching the point
where the knowledge I had accumulated could be
useful to others

• Seeing a philatelic item once or a few times does
not qualify one as knowing very much about it

• As a dealer, I have a responsibility to my clients to
make sure that the descriptions of the stamps I offer
for sale are correct and complete, and that they tell
the full story of the item, not just the good parts

• In fact, my invoices state, “Our exclusive money-
back lifetime guarantee assures, to the purchaser,
that every item is genuine and as described.” The
lifetime being referred to is mine

• I do make mistakes. Any dealer who says he does
not is delusional. But I want to be sure to correct my
mistakes whenever possible

• The expertizer is often playing an essential role in a
financial transaction between two other parties. The
expertizer’s opinion can mean that one party or the
other will make or lose a lot of money



My personal view is that Jay
Smith’s thoughts and statements
are very mature and should be
followed by all ”Experts”

JAY SMITH
in LINN’s 18/4/2014
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• The eventual buyer of that stamp relies on the
expert’s opinion, sometimes meaning that the buyer
makes a decision to spend thousands of dollars on a
stamp because he trusts the expert’s opinion

• It is often said that an expert’s opinion is just that,
an opinion. Never forget that. It is an opinion, not a
fact. It is the expert’s best judgement based on
experience. The opinion can be wrong, and
sometimes it takes decades for the error to come to
light

• When I started formally doing expertizing work, I
thought it was going to be enjoyable. I quickly came
to realize that I was wrong — very wrong. I
discovered that the process was, for me,
uncomfortable. But that is as it should be

• This responsibility, and the potential
consequences, keeps me focused on taking the time
to come to the correct opinion, and reminds me to
respect the limits of my philatelic knowledge



For sure there are
”driving forces” …

STATEMENT
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Condition of 
Material [10p]

Rarity of 
Material [20p]

Importance
[10p]

Knowledge
[35p]

Treatment 
[20p]

”Competive Context”

$$$$$$



”Purpose” and ”Responsibility”

SUMMARY

Damaged Material

Expertising groups

• Purpose
• Role
• Characterization
• Responsibilities
• Values
• Prescribed strengths
• Limitations
• Benefits
• Resources


